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Royston  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen , 

In  presenting  to  you  my  first  Report  for  the  year  1925, 
1  wish  to  express  my  sincere  sorrow  at  the  lamentable  death 
of  your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Eskrigge,  whose 
constant  activity  and  kindly  presence  had  become  associated 
with  the  best  traditions  of  the  Township,  and  to  whom  is 
largely  due  the  credit  for  the  improved  Sanitary  conditions 
that  have  taken  place  during  his  long  term  of  office.  These 
have  all  been  conducive  to  the  present  health  and  welfare 
of  the  district. 

My  report  must  necessarily  be  brief,  having  regard  to  the 
short  period  I  have  been  officiating  as  temporary  Medical 

Officer. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  marred  by  any  serious  out¬ 
break  of  infectious  disease.  The  damp  cold  weather  was  no 
doubt  responsible  for  the  death  of  many  of  the  older  residents 

in  the  Township. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  of  District  (acres) 

...  1,050 

Population  (1925) 

...  7,049 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

...  1,366 

Rateable  Value 

... 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£55 

Deaths. 

Males,  53  ;  Females,  38. 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Males. 

Females 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

Influenza... 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  3 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 

0 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

3 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

3 

3 

Heart  Disease  ... 

3 

3 

Arterio  Selerosis 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

8 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

8 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea 

3 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

0 

2 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

0 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature  Birth  8 

1 

Suicide 

2 

0 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

3 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

6 

11 

53 

38 

per  1,000  =  12.9. 

Total  for  year  ! 

Total  Births,  1925. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

85 

96 

Illegitimate 

2 

3 

• 

87 

99 

Total  for  year,  186. 


Rate,  26-3  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year. 

Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  17  5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Rate,  118-3  per  1,000.  Total  for  year,  24. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  Cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Erysepelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Comparatively  speaking,  it  is  gratifyng  to  note  immunity 
from  the  above  diseases  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. 

(This  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the 
year,  of  course  you  cannot  expect  a  Conservatory  System 
without  some  little  complaint,  but  I  am  pleased  to  note  this 
system  is  gradually  being  superceded  by  the  water  carriage. 

Number  of  Closets  still  on  Conservancy  ...  234 

Number  of  Conversions  from  Privy  Middens 

to  Water  Closets  during  1925  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  Water  Closets  constructed  in  con¬ 
nection  with  New  Houses  during  1925  ...  48 

Total  number  of  Water  Closets  in  the  district  349 
Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year,  no  complaints  as  to  quality. 

Sewage  Works. 

!  These  works  are  working  as  satisfactorily  as  can  be 
expected,  I  understand  they  are  quite  inadequate  for  the 
present  population. 
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Housing. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  activity  in  Building 
operations,  but  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  there  is  in  the 
Township  a  large  amount  of  over-crowding,  which  can  only  be 
obviated  by  the  building  of  more  houses. 

General  Remarks. 

Tuberculosis  Cases  are  treated  at  Sanatoria,  and  also  at 
the  Queen’s  Road  Clinic,  Barnsley. 

The  Nursing  of  the  Sick  is  carried  out  very  successfully 
by  the  local  Nursing  Association. 

The  Maternity  and  School  Work  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  your  area.  Tubercular,  Fever, 
Small  Pox,  and  Venereal  Cases  go  to  Barnsley  Fever  Hospital 
and  Clinics. 

An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Fever  Hospital  for 
removing  Infectious  Cases. 

An  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  other  Sick  Persons 
and  Accidents  in  the  village  would  be  a  useful  acquisition. 
I  also  strongly  advise  the  provision  of  a  Mortuary  for  the 
Township. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  un-married 
mothers,  illegitimate  or  homeless  children,  except  the  Barnsley 
Workhouse. 


Arrangements  for  Disinfecting. 

Disinfection  of  infected  houses  is  carried  out  on  removal 
of  Patient  to  Hospital,  or  at  death.  Form  of  disinfectant 
used,  Sulphuric  Acid  Gas  and  Liquid  Izal. 
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Meat  Regulations,  1924. 

Inspections  under  these  regulations  are  carried  out 
regularly  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Regulations,  1888-1922. 

There  sre  Sis  Cow-sheds,  also  Six  Retailers  of  Milk  in 
the  Township. 

The  Cow-sheds  have  been  visited  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  fifteen  times  during  the  year,  and  were  found 
satisfactory. 


Factory  and  Workshops. 

There  are  Seven  Workshops  and  Three  Factories  in  your 
Township,  which  have  been  visited  four  times  during  the  year, 
and  were  found  satisfactory. 

Defective  Houses. 

Housing  Acts,  1919  and  1923. 

During  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  inspected 
Fifty-eight  Houses  for  Housing  Defects.  Forty-eight  Notices 
have  been  served  under  the  above  heading. 

Thirty-four  have  have  been  remedied  by  Owners,  and 
four  by  the  Council  in  default  of  Owner,  and  ten  remaining 
at  end  of  year,  and  ten  of  the  fifty-eight  were  found 
satisfactory  on  inspection. 

Action  under  Food  and  Drugs’  Acts. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  seized  and  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  food  1  part  carcase  of  frozen  mutton. 
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Public  Health  Staff. 

1  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  represents  Housing  and 
Waterworks.  1  Surveyor,  3  Scavengers,  4  Roadmen, 
1  Road  Foreman,  1  Horse  Keeper. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Royston, 

May ,  1926. 


H.  B.  PARE,  M.B. 


